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Emerging 
deck trends 


a 


ustom-built decks can ex- 

pand usable outdoor en- 

tertaining spaces. Decks 
can surround pools and create 
outdoor patio areas that make it 
easy to establish multitiered living 
spaces, improving the functional- 
ity of outdoor areas. 

Certain deck trends have 
emerged as industry experts top 
picks for the upcoming remod- 
eling and renovation season. 

For those thinking of revamping 
an existing deck, or building an 
entirely new one, these trends are 
on point. 

e Established perimeters: 
“Picture framing” is not a new 


trend, but one that has taken 


greater hold in recent years. 
The term refers to aesthetically 
appealing designs that conceal 
the ends of deck boards for a 
clean finish. Some designs feature 
contrasting material colors on the 
ends for even more impact. This 
helps create refined perimeters 
for a polished look. 

¢ Roof-top decking: Urban ar- 
eas also can benefit from decking 
to create usable outdoor spaces. 
In fact, many new condominium 
and townhouse communities 
are incorporating roof-top decks 
into their designs, particularly in 
communities with water views 
or other impressive vistas. HGTV 


experts suggest roof-top decks 
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_-and fall accidents pe, 
¢ More affordable than 


walk-in tubs! 


1}{0y:\'4@ ° We install Easy Step into 
INSTALLATION’ your existing tub —- No 


expensive remodeling! 


Learn more at: 


MiracleMethod.com/easystep 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Miracle Method 


SURFACE REFINISHING 
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Deck trends continue to improve on the form and function of outdoor living spaces. 





¢ NATURAL & COLOR ENHANCED 
BARK MULCHES 

¢ SCREENED TOP SOIL 

e PLAYGROUND WOOD CHIPS 

¢ COMPOST 

e CLEAN FILL 


DEBARKED FIREWOOD 


Native Hardwoods = cur spuit 
LESS BARK - LESS MESS 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN WOOD CO., INC. 


2666 Boston Road e Wilbraham, MA 01095 
www.rockymountainwood.com 
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feature light-colored materials 
and fixtures to help keep the area 
cool even in direct sunlight. 

e Distressed hardwood: 
Builder and Developer, a manage- 
ment resource for professional 
homebuilders, says that the trend 
for using distressed hardwoods 
at home has migrated outside. 
Some decking manufacturers have 
recently introduced low-mainte- 
nance composite deck boards that 
mimic the look and feel of dis- 
tressed, rustic hardwood flooring. 
This weathered appearance gives 
the look of age without the upkeep 
of real aged wood. 

¢e Wooden walkways: Decking 
can be the more traditional design 
people envision with a patio table 
or outdoor furniture. But it also 
can consist of wooden walkways 
or a low-laying patio to accentu- 
ate the yard. 

e Mixed materials: Homeown- 


ers may be inspired by commer- 
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THE BEST FRESH 
FOR SPRING PLANTING 


cial eateries, breweries and urban 
markets in their exterior design 
choices. Decks featuring compos- 


ite materials and aluminum rail- 






ings blend sophistication, urban 


Johnny Jump-Ups 
and Violas 
Pots, Bowls, and Flats 


PERENNIALS 


For the Garden 
That Blooms 
Year After Year! 


appeal and comfort. 

e Personal touches: Home- 
owners can customize their decks 
with personal touches. It’s not un- 


heard of to wrap columns in stone 





or glass tiles for more impact. And 
a vast array of decking colors now 
enables fun interpretations for 


outdoor areas. 





e Fire pit conversation area: 
Many decks can incorporate 


water or fire elements for visual 





appeal. Gas-fueled fire elements 


can expand the functionality of 
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In Randall's Greenhouse ‘| 
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Create your own special design while 
enjoying food and drinks with friends! 


Check our website for dates and details. 


decks beyond the warm seasons, 
or make enjoying them practical 


on nights when the temperature 





plummets. 


Decks are reimagined in many 





different ways with continually 


evolving trends. 


Let us show you the 
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Benefits of 


freestanding tubs 


ew home design elements pro- 

vide the instant wow factor of 

freestanding tubs. Freestanding 
tubs have an air of luxury that can help 
current homeowners relax, and impress 
buyers when homes go on the market. 

Freestanding tubs are typically made 
of cast iron or porcelain. The home 
improvement website HomeAdvisor 
notes that cast iron is durable and solid 
and retains heat well, which is great for 
those who want to spend more than a 
little time relaxing in a freestanding tub. 
However, because cast iron is so heavy, 
installing a cast iron tub may require 
structural reinforcement of the flooring, 
which will add to the overall cost of the 
project. 

According to HomeAdvisor, the aver- 
age cost to install a tub varies widely de- 
pending on the type of tub, the materials 
its made of and other factors, including 
plumbing and piping. For example, the 


cost to install a freestanding tub will rise 





considerably if new plumbing and piping 
are necessary. 

Before purchasing a freestanding 
tub, homeowners should seek estimates 
regarding installation, making sure to 
get them in writing. Contractors will 
determine if structural reinforcement is 
necessary and include such costs in their 
estimates. In addition, make sure to ask 
contractors to investigate piping and 
plumbing so no surprises pop up after 
the tub has been purchased and work has 
begun. 

If estimates from contractors arent 
budget busting, homeowners can con- 
sider these benefits of freestanding tubs 
before making their final decisions. 

- Cleaning: Because they re detached 
from other bathroom fixtures and not 
flush against the wall, freestanding tubs 
tend to be easier to clean than built-in 
bathtubs. Freestanding tubs are accessi- 


ble from all sides, making it easy to reach 


all those nooks and crannies where grime 


Specializing in Kitchen Design, Full Home 
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FALL IN LOVE WITH YOUR HOME AGAIN 


\ | [ 


NOW BUILDING IN... 


Our new 55+ neighborhood in Enfield, CT - Shaker Heights 


413-781-7008 
WWW.PECOY.COM 


WILBRAHAM - Willow Brook Estates, Stony Hill Estates 
EAST LONGMEADOW - Bella Vista Estates | SUFFIELD, CT - Stratton Farms 


NORTHAMPTON -— Village Hill 


can build up. 


¢ Return on investment: In its 2018 
“Cost vs. Value’ report, Remodeling 
magazine noted that upscale bathroom 
remodels recouped 56.2 percent of their 
cost at resale. That was a better return 
on investment than an upscale kitchen 
remodel (53.5 percent) and an upscale 
master suite addition (48.3 percent). The 
thought of a sizable return on investment 
can make relaxing in a freestanding tub 


that much more enjoyable. 








¢ Warmth: Even freestanding tubs 
made of materials other than cast iron 
offer great heat retention. Stone resin 
bathtubs, for example, provide excellent 
insulation on cold nights. That's ideal for 
people who want to unwind in the tub 
without having to exit early because the 
water has become cold. 

Freestanding tubs can transform reg- 


ular bathrooms into luxurious oases. 


ihn Frame & Picture Oboppe 


2378 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA 
(413) 599-1854 
www.FrameandPictureShoppe.com 
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Preserving the Times of Your Life. 
Frame and display your special pictures. 


Sf itis worth framing... Frame it to bast 





Quick and simple ways to 
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make a front door pop 


isitors impressions of a home 

are often dictated by the homes 

entryway. Must as one may 
judge a book by its cover, the same can 
be said about the impression that a front 
door and entryway can create, regardless 
of how accurate that impression is. 

Making certain changes to an entry- 
way can go a long way toward improving 
curb appeal. Entryways also can set the 
scene for a homes interior. Whether one 
chooses to be classic or bold, modern 
or traditional, there are various ways to 
quickly transform a homes entryway. 
¢ Bold front door color: Color can dra- 

matically enhance an entryway. Painting 
an existing door or replacing it with a 
more vivid option can do the trick. The 
DIY Network says certain colors stand 
out as favorites. These include turquoise, 
yellow, red, indigo, orange, and black. The 
door color should complement the other 
shades of the home, such as those on 


siding and trim. 


THE MOST DEPENDABLE 


STREAMING 





SYSTEM 


FOR MOVIES & TV SHOWS 


Legend 


LIVE 





CANCEL YOUR CABLE, 


START STREAMING 


M@ Movies 
M@ TVShows 
M Sports 
M PPV 


e Custom walkway: Guide guests 
right to the front door with an attractive 
(and safe) walkway. Stamped concrete or 
decorative paver blocks may fit the bill. 
This walkway can extend to the street or 
to the driveway. 

e Contain plants. Landscaping 
around the entryway should be neat 
and well-tended. Overgrown plants or 
shrubbery may give off an air of neglect. 
Container plants and carefully curated 
shrubs can create a neat and inviting 
aura. 

e Highlight the address. Make sure 
the home can be found easily with bold 
and decorative house numbers. Consider 
two different address signs: one illumi- 
nated and easily viewed from the curb, 
and another closer to the front door. 

¢ Utilize high-end materials. The 
relatively small area of real estate by 
the front door enables homeowners to 
splurge on more opulent materials that 


can really add a feeling of luxury. These 


can include colorful tiles, ornate planters, 


Of "> “Ms VS A So 
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INSIDE LEGEND 
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@ Cinemax 
M Starz 
@ Showtime 
M NEL 
M NBA 
M MLB 
M UFC 
M@ MMA 


CALL 413-391-2345 
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decorative wooden doors, or elaborate shutters, and trim are areas to consider. 


knobs and lighting fixtures. 

e Add architectural details. Find 
out which architectural elements will 
meld with the style of the home and then 


incorporate them. Moldings, columns, 


The entryway to a home garners a lot 
of attention. Homeowners can enhance 
their spaces with entryways that really 


make a statement. 
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Outdoor improvements 
that boost home value 


ether home improvement 
projects are design to im- 
prove the interior or exterior 
of a house, focusing on renovations that 
make the most financial sense can bene- 
fit homeowners in the long run. The right 
renovations can be assets if and when 
homeowners decide to sell their homes. 
So how does one get started? First 
and foremost, speak to a local real estate 


agent who is knowledgeable about trends 


gather most months of the year. Bob Vila 
and CBS news report that a fire pit real- 
izes a 78 percent return on investment, 
or ROI. 

¢ Outdoor kitchen: Many buyers are 
looking to utilize their yards as an ex- 
tension of interior living areas. Cooking, 
dining and even watching TV outdoors 
is increasingly popular. Outdoor living 
areas can be custom designed and built. 


In addition, prefabricated modular units 





‘ sy 
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« Deck: Deck can be as valuable as an old door look brand new. These easy 


patios. A deck is another outdoor space 


fixes can improve a homes look instantly. 


in the community. While a swimming that require a much smaller commitment 


pool may be something coveted in one of time and money are available. 
area, it may impede sales in another. It « Patio: Homeowners who do not 
also helps to study generalized trends already have a patio will find that adding 
and data from various home improve- one can increase a homes value. Patios 
ment industry analysts to guide upcom- help a home look neat, add useable space 
ing projects. and may help a home to sell quickly. 
The following outdoor projects are The experts at Space Wise, a division of 
just a few renovations that tend to add Extra Space Storage, say that refinishing, 
repairing and building a new patio offers 


strong ROI. 


value. 


- Fire pit: A fire pit is a great place to 


QUENNEVILLE 


| 


* 


More Lite. Less Money. Guaranteed. 
Think you need a new roof? 
Think Again! 


855.552.6273 


160 Old Lyman Rd + South Hadley, MA 01075 
100 Trade Center, G-700, Woburn, MA 01801 
728 Barnum Ave., Stratford, CT 06614 


WWW.1800NEWROOF.NET 


CT HIC #575920 * MAHIC # 120982 * MA CSL # 070626 
RI Reg. # 36301 * ME CHARTER # 20110918F 


that can be used for entertaining, dining « New landscaping: The National 


and more. Remodeling magazine's 2018 Association of Realtors says an outdoor 
“Cost vs. Value’ report indicates that an makeover that includes well-thought out 
$11,000 deck can add about $9,000 in re- 


sale value to the home, recouping around 


landscaping can net 105 percent ROL. In- 
stalling a walkway, adding stone planters, 
82 percent of the project's costs. mulching, and planting shrubs are ideas 
¢ Door update: Improve curb appeal to consider. 
with a new, high-end front door and ga- Many different outdoor projects can 
rage doors. If that’s too expensive, a good add value to a home. 


cleaning and new coat of paint can make 


Toro. Smart 
Features. 
Proven 
Dependability. 


Super Recycler® 


$499 23 


e Durable cast aluminum deck 
e Personal Pace® senses and adjusts to your preferred walking pace 
e Toro’s best mulching mower 


LIMITED 
TIME 
OFFER 


See dealer for full warranty details 


*See dealer for full warranty details 


Special 
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Time Cutter® SS Series 


$2599” 


e Smart Speed Trim/Tow/Mow ground speed ranges 
for optimal performance 
e Automatic Parking Brake - making operation simple 
e Heavy-duty 10-guage frame, front axle and engine guard 


meme poses le eu Ls ee 


See dealer for full warranty details 
See dealer for full warranty details. The gross horsepower of this engine was laboratory rated at 3600 rpm by the engine manufacturer in accordance with SAE J1940 or SAE J2723. As configured to meet safety, emission, 
and operating requirements, the actual horsepower on this class of mower will be significantly lower than what may be stated on this ad. 


ww w.toro.com 


BOYDEN & PERRON | 41S. whitney St., Amherst 


Seer 413-253-7358 
ince fo 

www.boydenandperron.com 
Outdoor Power Equipment Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm, Sat. 8am-4pm 


See dealer or toro.com (toro.ca for Canadian residents) for warranty details. Product availability, pricing & special promotions are subject to dealer option. 
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Did you know? 


Investing in a home renovation project not 
only requires money, but also time and patience. 
While contractors, architects and designers can 
estimate how long a project may take, it is im- 
possible to anticipate all of the scenarios that 
can attect that estimated timeline. Intormation 
trom the real estate firm Keller Williams indi- 
cates an average kitchen remodel involving 
installation of new countertops, cabinets, appli- 
ances, and floors can take three to six months. 
But if ductwork, plumbing or wiring must be 
addressed, the job may take longer. A midline 
bathroom remodel may take two to three months. 
Adding a room to a house can take a month or 
two. [he home improvement resource Reno- 
vation Junkies offers similar estimates, with the 
average home renovation taking between four 
and eight months. Homeowners need to consider 
time when planning their home projects. 
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HENS FOR THE REAL LIV 


Life revolves around the 
kitchen-it can become an art 
gallery, repair shop, therapist's 
office, makeshift home office, 
or party central, where guests 
tend to gather. With decades 
of experience, KraftMaid helps 
people choose a kitchen based 
on how they'll actually use if. 
KraftMaid. Kitchens for the 
real living room. 


Visit Our Beautiful Showroom 


KITCHEN 
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Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry 

Quartz & Granite Countertops 

Complete Installation & Remodeling 

FREE Design, In-Home Measuring, and Estimates 
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Caring for 


kitchen 





countertops 


itchen remodels are a popular 






home improvement project 
hat help homeowners recoup 
large percentages of their initial in- 
vestments at resale. A kitchen remodel 
can invigorate a home and make the 
most popular room in the house more 
functional. 

According to HomeAdvisor, a 
home-improvement informational 
guide, homeowners spend an average 
of $22,000 on kitchen remodels. How- 
ever, lavish projects can cost more than 
$50,000. Protecting such investments is 
important and requires that home- 
owners understand how to properly 
maintain kitchen features so they have 
the longest life possible. This includes 
the new countertops that make the 
kitchen look complete. 

Countertops come in various mate- 
rials, not all of which should be treated 
the same way. Quartz, granite, marble, 
laminate, and tile countertops require 


different types of maintenance. 


Quartz 

Engineered quartz countertops are 
popular. Quartz countertops are nearly 
maintenance-free and resistant to 
stains, scratches and even heat. Quartz 
will not need to be sealed like natural 
stone and can be cleaned using just a 
damp cloth with a mild, nonabrasive 


soap. 





Granite 

Polished or honed granite coun- 
tertops offer a high-end look that adds 
instant value to a kitchen. Natural 
variations in granite give each kitch- 
en a custom look. To keep granite 
countertops clean, avoid abrasive 
cleansers that can scratch, and opt for 
warm, soapy water instead. Stains are 
possible, but can be remedied with a 
baking soda paste left to sit for a cou- 
ple of hours, advises Angie’ List. Wipe 
up oils, acids and soda promptly to 
avoid stains, and follow advised sealing 


routines. 


Marble 

Marble is a natural stone that is 
porous and will need to be resealed 
periodically. Because marble has high 
levels of the mineral calcite, it can be 
reactive when acids come in contact 
with it, and etch marks may appear. 
Promptly wipe away tomato juice, lem- 
on juice, perfume, or toothpaste. Mar- 
ble is softer than granite and will wear 
at a faster rate. Avoid scratching and 
exercise caution when using knives or 


sharp objects around marble. 


Laminate 
One of the more budget-friendly 
materials, laminate countertops can be 


fabricated to mimic the look of natural 


For All Your Spring Projects And Parties 
Check Off Your To-Do List with TJs Taylor Rental 


aise Age 


Y Rototilling 


stone, wood or even quartz. Laminate 
is less resistant to damage than other 
materials and will need a gentle touch. 
Formica* says to never use abrasive 
cleansers, scouring pads or steel wool 
when cleaning laminate countertops. 
For tough stains, an all-purpose clean- 
er should suffice when applied with a 
nylon-bristled brush. Test any cleanser 


in a discreet area first. 


Tile 


Cleaning tile countertops requires 





= 


getting into crevices along the grout 
lines. A toothbrush and a mildew-fight- 
ing cleaner or bleach diluted with wa- 
ter is advised. Also, unglazed tiles need 
to be sealed yearly. Some soap may 
leave residue, which can be removed 
with a solution of vinegar and water. 
Check with the manufacturer or in- 
staller of the countertops to learn more 
about the ways to clean and maintain 


new counters. 


Hodgen 


¥Y Chippers 
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For all of your year-round grounds maintenance needs — 
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Fire SIDE 1769 RIVERDALE STREET, ROUTE 5 


WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA 
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413-733-0910 












Did you know? 


ees The Fireplace? The heart of the home.” ~ Frank Lloyd Wright 
ae , "ia Better 
According to the home improvement resource Sean, = Fireplaces 
HomeAdvisor, adding square tootage to a home & P a 
th here f 7,000 t | ) | ie 
CCiae@s oHnsOumDSTS anywhere from $ O i | | Better 
$100,000. When adding square footage to a home, : —— . 
homeowners may need to knock down an interior =. i i — a OTE Nia =< 
wall or walls, the cost of which can vary widely a Se. ae i — 
depending on the walls being knocked down. ’ . ee “= - 5, til oe Better 


Load-bearing walls are needed to support the ——<— _- - S ervi ce... 
home, and while such walls can be removed, ————_— ~. 
homeowners may need to hire structural engi- 
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ee 
movals. In addition, homeowners can expect to ™~ N 1 hab 
pay more when knocking down walls that contain 
ducts or electrical wiring. It also can be costly for a 
homeowners whose homes are old to knock down | dh. So 
walls. HomeAdvisor notes that the wall-removal . F 
process in old homes that contain lead paint or 
lath-and-plaster walls is more intricate and may 
cost homeowners more money. sa 
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Paint your homes 
exterior like a pro 


ainting is an inexpensive way to 

transform just about any space. 

Many people paint the interiors 
of their homes, but home exteriors also 
can undergo dramatic makeovers with 
fresh coats of paint. Timing the job right 
and heeding some tips from professionals 
and do-it-yourselfers who have tread the 
painting path before you can make the 


job go smoothly. 


Consider the time of year 
Consider local weather patterns and 
forecasts when planning an exterior 
painting project. Choose a time of year 
when there is little rain and low humidity, 
such as autumn. Keep in mind that the 
paint will require a couple of days to dry 


completely and cure, and that can be 


difficult in damp weather. Don't hamper 


the final outcome with poor timing. 


Prepare the painting surfaces 

Resist the temptation to start 
painting straight away. Paint may not 
adhere to unprepared surfaces, and dirt 
and other debris may show through 
and mar the finished product. Repaint- 
ing a home’ exterior will likely involve 
removing peeling or chipping paint 
prior to making your first strokes. Wear 
protective gear when scraping, sanding 
or brushing old paint, as such tasks can 
generate dust that can be dangerous to 
inhale, particularly if the old paint con- 
tains lead. 

Employ a chlorine bleach solution 


to kill any mildew and to scrub any dirt 


Adirondack Chairs 


made from recycled milk jugs 


Choice of 
15 Different Colors! 


e Can be used for residential 
or commercial use 
e Ergonomically designed 


| e Heavy 7/8” gauge plastic lumber 


AMHERST FARMERS 
SUPPLY 
320 South Pleasant St. 
Amherst, MA 
413-253-3436 
amherstfarmerssupply.com 


(1/2” used by competitors) 
e All stainless steel hardware 
e No painting, no slivers, no rot 
e Completely waterproof 


THE FIRE PLACE 
106 State Road (Rtes 5 & 10) 
Whately, MA 
413-397-3463 
Mon-Fri 9-5:30, Sat. 8-4 
thefireplacema.com 





from the house. In addition, repair any 
cracks or imperfections. For example, 
if youre painting stucco, you may have 
to fill in any pitting or holes. Use this 
opportunity to inspect caulking around 
windows and doors. Recaulk as needed 


to seal up drafty areas or those that may 


cause water infiltration prior to painting. 


Prime and cover stains 
It may be a little extra work, but apply 
a quality primer as the first coat to hide 
any imperfections, such as wood knots 
or discoloration from weathering. Primer 
provides a smooth, even surface upon 
which to put your paint color. Once you 


have applied the primer, test your paint 


color in a small, inconspicuous spot to 


Dickinson Farms & Greenhouse 


WE’VE GOT Lise 
r@) ) a } 


Wwe fe | r Wi? Bw 
| 7 7 ‘ ) 4 (Oy (Js a 2 St Pl i V6 e w y “s§ 


| | YI i & % 


° Pansies 
(Flats & Hanging) 


e Daffodils 
e Hyacinths Cabbage, 

Hydrangeas Cauliflower, & More 
¢ Easter Lilies opening easter WEEK! 
e Asiatic Lilies Open: 8am- “Spm 


Route 202, East Street, Granby Caen 
413-467-3794 


Sorry No Checks 
~ Family Owned & Operated ~ 


“Vegetable P Plants 
arriving soon! 
Lettuce, Kale, 











Gift Certificates Available 


OF ALK Extinguishers 
¢ Sales and!Service) 
) © Scubaltanks Refilled © 
OP fey al 312-1; Systems. 
& Alan Fauteux (Owner) 


é 
2146 Main Street, Three Rivers 
Fd | 


(across from Amvets) 
a Office (413) 283-8474 


ae 


Visit us at: www. firefightingequip.com 
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see how the color looks in the daylight. You do not want 


to paint the entire home only to find out you dislike the 


om How to create an effective 
Try these painting techniques WO rkflow in the kitchen 


Rent a paint sprayer for large surface areas. ‘The 


sprayer will produce a more uniform application and is 


a athroom and kitchen makeovers are to create efficient kitchens. 
less time-consuming than painting everything with a 
some of the most coveted and profitable « No major traffic patterns should cross 
brush or roller. Make sure youve chosen a high-quality 
_ improvements that can be made to a through the triangle. 
paint, as the added expense is worth it if the paint lasts 
home. Installing new cabinetry, countertops and - The sum of the work triangle’s three sides 
longer and coats more evenly. Also, if you have pur- 
appliances can transform the look of a kitchen, should not exceed 26 feet. Each portion of the 
chased multiple cans of paint, mix them all in one large 
but homeowners also must consider the function- triangle should be between four and nine feet. 
bucket to ensure the same color; otherwise, the colors 
ality of design when renovating. - Avoid cutting through an island or a penin- 
may not match perfectly. — 
The National Kitchen and Bath Association sula. 
The experts at HGTV recommend working your way . s a 
suggests applying the kitchen “work triangle, ¢ If the kitchen has only one sink, it should be 
from top to bottom in a smooth, controlled manner, oan 
ae which is a concept used to create efficient kitchen placed between or across from the cooking sur- 
overlapping each stroke by eight inches. Trim and hard- | Pave ie ee F 7 Ane 
ayouts. The triangle comprises imaginary strai ace, preparation area or refrigerator. 
to-reach areas should be left for brush work so you can J e J te 
yt ot lines drawn from the cooking appliance, sink and The work triangle is a suggestion, not a law of 
maintain control over your tools. 
_— . . refrigerator. These are where much of the work in design. As kitchens evolve and more people use 
If you are painting areas like steps or staircases, 
the kitchen takes place. The general idea is that them simultaneously, designers may take certain 
consider adding a little fine-grain sand to the paint to a cor 
when the work triangle is positioned accordingly liberties — even having multiple triangles at play. 
improve traction, as paint can be slippery when wet. ae _ 
, — with the three components in close proximity Homeowners should also design their kitchens 
If painting your homes exterior is beyond your ae 
— to one another — the kitchen is easier and more so they function best for their own individual 
capabilities, hire a professional. He or she will get the 
efficient to use. Homeowners will be able to move lifestyles. 
work done in a timely manner, and you can rest assured 
freely among these elements when they are placed Kitchen layout can be just as important as the 
that the job will be done correctly. ao 
at appropriate distances, reducing wasted steps. decor and appliances within the kitchen. 


The NKBA suggests following these guidelines 














VALLEY’S BEST 
LOAM SOURCE 





A large variety 
of bark mulch, 
landscaping stone 
& walkway/patio 
products. 
Pavers, compost, 
lawn decor & more! 












8 Mill Valley Road ¢ Hadley, MA e 413-582-1263 
www.megansvalley.com 
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We’re Here To Put The Drips Out Of Business 
Custom Made & Installed 5 & 6” Wide Commercial Gutters 


No Leaks 

No Painting 

16 Assorted Colors 

Real Copper Available 
Fully Insured 

Free Estimates 

Cleaning & Small Repairs 


Over 30 Years Experience 
Family Owned & Operated 


65 Main Street, Wilbraham _§Lic.#105559 
Mon.-Fri. 7am to 5pm - Please No Sundays 
www.verdonsgutters.com ¢ verdonsgutters@charter.net 


(413)596-9611 


CONTINUOUS SEAMLESS ALUMINUM GUTTERS & DOWNSPOUTS 


VVVVVVYV 


Our Garden Center & 


one to the Gardens, 





Perennial 
Special 
10 for S35 


Grown here in our greenhouses * Combo Pots for the deck or patio | f zi, 
Unique Landscape Design & Construction 
280 ELM STREET, EAST LONGMEADOW 
413-525-6137 ® www.GrazianoGardens.com | 


OPEN: MON.-FRI. 9-6 (open ‘til 7pm starting May 1)¢ SAT. 8-6 « SUN. 9-5 


a $25 purchase 


*Cannot be combined with any other 
offer - not on previous purchases. 
Expiration June 30, 2019 


PRE BRIMFIELD SALE 
MARIER’S ANTIQUES 
& FLEA MARKET 


1628 Park St., Palmer, Ma. (On Route 20) 
Open 7 am - 4 pm Daily 
Clean, friendly, hometown atmosphere 
Food Truck, Parking $2 
DEALERS ALWAYS WELCOME 
FREE OVERNIGHT PARKING FOR BUYERS 


Call Rose 401-714-3153 


2019 DATES: 
May 9-May 13 « July 4- July 8 
Aug. 28 - Sept. 2 


(Thursday - Monday) 


May 11 
Live Band 10am-2pm 
Open Mic 2pm-4pm 


May 12 
Open Mic10am-4pm 


KEITH alee LANDSCAPING, LLC 


So SS SERB es — 5 | Dg | aha» el ee aoe = er: z ; 
Experience You Can 


Always Count On 
e Property Maintenance 
as e Fertilizer Programs 
| © Organic Tick and Mosquito Control 
= ° Edging 
+, ¢ 15 Types of Local Mulches 
— ¢kLoam and Seed 
| © Power Seeding 
e Core Aeration 
e PH Remedy 
© Drainage, Etc. 


4 £ > Walls, Walkways, Patios 
» ¢ Landscape Design and Installation _ _ 
e Irrigation Installation and Repairs | 
> ¢ Fall Blowouts i 
e Paddock Repair and Maintenance 
e Equestrian Field Seeding 


For a FREE Estimate CALL: 


413-531-1216 








Greenhouses are Bursting with 


options for 
funding your 
next home 
improvement 
project 





efore starting a home improve- mortgage balance, and then taking out 


ment project, either on one’s additional funds for other purposes. 
own or with the assistance of a Cash-out refinancing is a way to tap 
professional contractor, homeowners into a homes existing equity for use on 
must first consider the costs involved. improvements or other expenses, such 
According to the home improvement as college tuition. 
resource HomeAdvisor, more than one- 2. Home equity line of credit: The 
third of homeowners do not understand financial experts at Bankrate indicate 
that a HELOC works like a credit card, 


with the house as collateral. There is a 


what hiring a professional will cost, and 
then cannot successfully budget and se- 
cure financing once they have set their credit limit, and borrowers can spend 
sights on a renovation project. up to that limit. The interest rate may or 
HomedAdvisor says that some of the may not be fixed. However, the interest 
more popular projects, such as remod- may be tax-deductible if the financing is 
eling a kitchen or bathroom or building used to improve, buy or build a home. 
a deck, can cost, on average, $19,920, 
$9,274 and $6,919, respectively. 


Homeowners may find that the 


3. Home equity loan: Individuals 
also can borrow against equity in their 
homes with a fixed interest rate through 
more expensive renovations require a home equity loan. Most lenders will 
them to secure some type of financing. calculate 80 percent of the home value 
Those who have never before sought and subtract a homeowner's mortgage 
such financing may want to consider balance to figure out how much can be 
these options. borrowed, according to the financial 
1. Cash-out refinancing: With advisory site The Simple Dollar. 
cash-out refinancing, a person will 4. Personal loan: Homeowners 
begin the mortgage process anew with can shop around at various financial 


the intention of paying off the current institutions for competitive personal 


Get =Good Stuff 


1 BUY: $2.99 Bucket _ sea-i-o,zors 















APRIL 1-30, 2019 


GET: 20% Off gia 
1 ON 3 OR MORE . Ee fo: 
1 PRODUCTS THAT FIT 95 foal 
! IN THE BUCKET! 


*Purchase bucket for 2.99 to get 20% off 
Claim a $50 Prepaid ) of 3 or more qualified products that can fit 


® ® 
Bakes aith $050. IL in the bucket. Some exclusions apply. Not 












with Qualifying | 
Brake Parts “TF 


| Purchase! 
= eet = Ask ‘eitene qualifying brake parts valid on sale items, or with any other offers 
Zz — ee a a ee Was: Hele: or coupons. See store for details. Offer 
gh 4 rebate tonne &conditions, 2019. Submit your good while supplies last at paricipating 
“7 visit NAPARebates.com  _ rebate ONLINE ONLY at | NAPAAUTO PARTS stores. Store: Use 
*-OFFER VALID APRIL 1-30, 2019 'VAPARebates.com #29942 to record discounted products. 


175 West St., Ware 117 West Main St. 
413-967-5121 West Brookfield 
967-3184 508-867-9947 





















Good Stuff 
py NN 
(NAPA) AUTO PARTS 
Wy is ae, 


116 Federal St. 
Belchertown 
413-323-9296 
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loans to be used for home improvement 
purposes. Funds may be approved within 
one business day, which can be ideal for 
those who want to begin their improve- 
ments soon. 

5. Personal line of credit: A personal 
line of credit allows borrowers to borrow 
only the money needed at the time, and 
offers a variable interest rate that is gen- 
erally lower than fixed loan rates. Again, 
like a credit card, PLOC gives a person 
a maximum borrowing amount and is 
ideal for ongoing purchases. 

6. Credit cards: In a pinch, credit 
cards can be used to finance improve- 
ments, but they do come with the cost 
of very high interest rates if the balance 
is not paid in full by the time the bill 
comes due. However, for funding smaller 
projects and maximizing rewards points 
through home improvement retailers 
or specific credit card company promo- 
tions, credit cards can be a way to earn 
various perks in addition to the benefit 
of improving a home. 

Homeowners looking to finance their 
next improvements should speak to a 
financial advisor and shop around for 
the best types of funding for them. 





Lighting is a key component of curb appeal 


Curb appeal can affect prospective 
buyers perception of ahome. When 
addressing curb appeal, homeowners 
may be inclined to focus on features 
that are easily seen from the street 
during the day. But what can a home- 
owner do to improve on his or her 
home’ nighttime aesthetic? 

Outdoor lighting is one aspect of 
curb appeal that is often overlooked, 
advises the home improvement ex- 
perts at The Spruce. Homeowners may 
fail to recognize the importance of 
how proper illumination can provide 
their homes with a warm glow and 
make it look beautiful after the sun 
has set. For example, think of how 
cozy and inviting neighborhoods 
appear during the holiday season 
when homes are strung with twinkling 
lights. Homeowners can replicate 
that look all year long with lighting 


elements. 


Lighting for evening hours also 
helps maintain a safe environment for 
people who are visiting the property. 
Illuminating walkways and doorways 
provides a clearly visible and safe path 
to and from the home. 

The following are a few ways to 
improve outdoor lighting. 

e Focus on architectural fea- 
tures. Outdoor lighting can focus on 
the external features of the home's 
architectural style. Use light to draw 
attention to interesting gables, dra- 
matic roof lines, dormers, or curved 
entryways. 

e Play up landscaping. Stylish 
lighting can highlight trees, shrubs, 
pathways, gardens, and all of the ele- 
ments of softscapes and hardscapes 
on a property. The lighting experts at 
Vernon Daniel Associates say that soft 
lighting can make homes feel warm 


and cozy. Uplighting trees or other 


elements can add a dramatic effect. 

e Light up all doors. Make sure 
that doors, both entry and garage, are 
properly lit for ease of entry and egress 
from the home. Safety.com, a home 
and personal security resource, says 
a home burglary occurs every 15 sec- 
onds in the United States. Installing 
motion-activated lights or lights on 
timers can deter break-ins. Consider 
using home automation to control 
porch lights and other outdoor lights 
remotely, if necessary. 

e Create entertaining areas. Out- 
door lighting can be used to extend 
the hours residents can spend outside. 
This is great for entertaining and can 
be an excellent selling point. 

Homeowners are urged not to 
overlook outdoor lighting as a vital 
part of their plan to improve curb 


appeal. 


FireSafe Chimney 


WARE - Jim Whalley 
of Firesafe Chimney can't 


pellets installation, repairs, 
inspections and much 
express enough how more. Whalley encourages 
often one should get those who have chimneys 
one’s chimney inspected. to gee them inspected once 
Originally started in 2005 a year. 

Although fall is the 


busiest time of year, 


by former partner Derek 
Hannah, Firesafe Chimney 
merged in 2015 with J&J 
Chimney, and was taken 


Whalley encourages 

customers to push for 
over fully by Whalley in spring scheduling, almost 
2018 in order to serve all like a part of their spring 
of their clients. There's not cleaning. 
many companies like his Firesafe Chimney is a 
part of the MA Chimney 


Sweep Guild, a member 


around here. 


Season” 


Working with a team 
of four, Whalley started 
his own business in 2010, 


of the National Chimney 
Sweep Guild and has won 
but then was absorbed by accreditation from the 
Better Business Bureaus. 
Whalley says that 


every new client gets an 


Firesafe Chimney, saying he 
saw a need to grow a little 
bit larger. 

The company does inspection, even if they 
chimney sweeping called the company for 
and blockage something else. They use 
removal, both state of the art equipment 


chimney and programs to make sure 


CRIMNEYSSERVMICES 


INC. and wood 
413-436-7946 508-752-0800 


www.firesafechimmeyservices.com 


chimneys are safe. 
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Keep Your Pets Safe During Spring 
Cleaning & Home Improvements 


Cleaning Products or chemical burns. Carefully read all 

Spring cleaning is a time-honored labels to see if the product is safe to 
tradition in many households but if you _use around your furry friends. Also, be 
have pets in your household be sure to _ cautious of physical hazards, including 

keep all cleaners and chemicals out of nails, staples, insulation, blades and 


their way. Almost all cleaning products, _ power tools. It may be wise to con- 























even all- natural ones, contain chem- fine your dog or cat to a designated 

icals that may be harmful to pets. The pet-friendly room during home im- 

key to using them safely is to read and provement projects or treat your pet to 

follow label directions for proper use a day or two at their favorite kennel. 3 , 
and storage. Here are few examples ASPCA/APCC i,) Camelot Kennels i a vous 
of common household cleaners that If youre not sure if a particular S.. Boarding « Day Care ~ a. pets 1 ‘k ; 
should be used with extreme caution household cleaning product is poi- | 3) Lr beri ® Training _ royalty! 


around pets; bleach, carpet fresheners, | sonous to your pet you can contact 


essential oils, fabric softener sheets the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Cen- al | 
and your homemade vinegar & water ter (APCC) for more information. If os Te var , Spring Special 
cleaning solution. you suspect your pet has been exposed > Sa ® « Royal Romp 
Home Improvement Hazards to any poisonous substances, contact fe ty: | Day Care & Boarding 
Products such as paints, mineral your veterinarian or call APCC’s hotline $40 per day 
spirits and solvents can be toxic to at (888) 426-4435 immediately. -" ad) i > days or more - bath included. $30 value 


he ‘ 
www.camelotkennels.com / FREE NAIL TRIM | 
CKEnglishgoldens.com £ WEDNESDAY MORNINGS 


l WITH THIS COUPON. CALL FOR APPOINTMENT. lj 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8am-1pm and 4-6pm e Sun. 4-6pm_ & 


your pets and cause severe irritation le 40 Ely Road, Monson (413) 267- 4036 


EXPIRES 12/31/19 





ae We are please to welcome 
re, Leah out DVM to our team! 
141 Porter Road i an wy Va is 
East Longmeadow MA WILBRAHAM > a 
413-525-3532 Animal Hospital 
> Andrew R. Hersman, DVM 
“eo cae ~3© -\WWwW.porterroadpetcare.com/wht Lynn Dgetluck, DVM 


William D. Anderson, DVM 
Hannah Belcher-Timme, DVM 


Boarding Denise Chiminiello, DVM 
Leah Guidry, DVM 
e All Inclusive 


Packages Available Compassionate. Unique. Progressive. 


— | Wilbraham Animal Hospital E. Spfld. Veterinary Hospital 
e Heated Floors es 2424 Boston Road, Wilbraham, MA In sah convenient 525 Page Blvd., Springfield, MA 
e Large Indoor/Outdoor . a 413.596.8395 oceHons: 413.739.6389 © esvhospital.com 


wilbrahamanimalhospital.com Open Nights & Weekend (Less than 1 mile from Rt. 291) 
Accommodations p pen Nights & Weekends 


e Playtime Available- 


fenced in 1/4 acre lot 
SPA Services Available = §, i 7 
Baths, Manicures & Haircuts salt ie a 4s Professional Dog Gi 
Grooming- Boarding not required f © | —s . done in the comfort of your pet’s home 
\ a | » ~ No caging, loud noises or distractions ~ 


FULL CLEAN UP DONE 





S - oO ©O = = be before leaving your pet's home 
l Any Bo a rdi in g or ai | - Don't Forget Your Pet Needs 

| G . S : | | : _ A Spring Spruce Up Too! 

, rooming Services ell Call Alexa Today 

" ae Seas 6/30/19. Cannot be combined with any other coupons or offers. - —— Za 4 - 413-544-4226 
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: 
a Grass seed, fertilizers & lime Low mortgage rates and high personal 


to make Es lawn look great! 








service at Monson Savings Bank! 
Let us guide you home! 


Trees, shrubs, perennials & annuals 
arriving daily to beautily your bei 
Opes tLe a po: F 


From gloves to garden tools, ~~ 
| Pe P|} bark mulches to potting soils | irz 
w=» & wheelbarrows to spreaders i fi 


VA you need for your oh, is | 
HOME MAKEOVER. 


MORE THAN YouR AVERAGE FARM & GARDEN STORE! 


me WICK FAR Mop. Monson Savings 


>» Your Bank Forever 
AN Cc. CQ) =q> > where people save, businesses prosper, communities benefit 


Etim, Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031 





Open: Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM, Sat 8AM-5PM, Sun 9AM-3PM = | << Each depositor is insured by the FDIC to at least $250,000. All deposits above the INSURANCE 
z, & LENDER FDIC insurance amount are insured by the Depositors Insurance Find (DIF). 














Summer Hours in May: 
Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 9-5 


‘ m 413-477-6913 © www.hardwickfarmers.net scour y Member FDIC | MonsonSavings.bank — 


aT a ear Sea i daeeeeh eae? a i aa 


Fad 


Swim Spas Starting Colm) olalare me) ere Cm it ladiare| PN ole -MCleelliaveky elaalale 


$16,500| $3,799 $3,999 
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Improving a homes curb appeal 


An attractive front entrance area 
gives a home curb appeal that invites 
both guests and potential home buyers. 
Upgrading a home’ exterior can be as 
simple as painting or as complex as in- 
stalling new windows or adding a patio. 

Inspiration for a curb appeal “make- 
over’ that reflects the owner's budget and 
decorating choices are easy to find on- 
line. Stop by the nearest Woodcraft store 
for tools and supplies, along with helpful 
advice from the staff, or visit Woodcraft. 
com to shop and read how-to blogs and 
articles. 

One of the easiest and quickest ways 
to boost curb appeal is to paint (and 
repair if needed) a homes front door, 
molding and trim. Painting garage doors, 
porches, shutters, doorsteps, flower 
boxes, furniture, mailboxes/stands, and 
window trim are other potential projects, 
as is changing the front door hardware. 

For front door and shutter painting 
inspiration, visit these informational 


blogs on Woodcraft.com: Front Door 


1000’s of Perennials, 
Annuals, Trees & Shrubs 
Vegetable Plants & Herbs 
Unique Garden Statuary, 
Fountains & Bird Baths 
Earth Friendly Products 
Full-Service Florist 

& Gift Shop 


Professional Landscape 
Design & Installation 
413-783-5883 Ext. 111 


SPRING FLING CELEBRATION 
Saturday, April 27th 
Join us for FREE hotdogs, popcorn 


& lemonade. Special promotions, 
guest appearances & raffles. 


s ixleen Ac Ves 


as a, a Oo ca 


BPoyoyo Ms iile)eclarclanmarersle 
OPEN Springfield, MA -— 
DAILY! 413-783-5883 f 


CENTER 
www. 16acresgardencenter.com 


Klein Blue Redo (http://bit. 
ly/2zSVV9J) and To Thine Own Self 
Be Blue (http://bit.ly/2EkUsvR). 


Repair & Paint 

Woodcraft offers these prod- 
ucts and ideas for more repairing 
and painting. 

¢ General Finishes Milk Paint 
is a premium interior/exterior 
mineral-based paint premixed in 
more than two dozen colors. It 
is so durable it does not require 
a topcoat. However, Woodcraft 
Product Development Manager 
Kent Harpool suggests using 
General Finishes Exterior 450 as a sealer 
for exterior uses. The 450 is fortified with 
UV absorbers to stabilize the finish and 
built-in mildewcide to retard mold and 
mildew growth. 

- Krud Kutter TSP Substitute will 
clean and degloss almost any surface 
prior to painting so that paint adheres 
better. 





General Finishes Klein Blue Milk Paint gives 
this home’s front door and shutters a brand 
new curbside appearance. 


« System Three Sculpwood Epoxy Put- 
ty is a two-part epoxy putty that can be 
used indoors or out. Mold it, shape it or 
use it to repair carvings, antique picture 
frames or even windowsills. Be sure to 


add a coat of General Finishes Exterior 


SIMMS? Qnber 2 Gre 


e Reclaimed Boards 
& Beams 

e Mantle Beams 

¢ Mahogany Decking 

¢ Long Timbers 

e Reclaimed Granite 


e Wide Plank Flooring 
e Vintage Barnboard 
¢ Cedar & Fir Pergolas 
e Heart Pine Flooring 


e Antique Millstones 
& Troughs 


Conveniently Socated on Lioute 32 in bil 


978-249-2206 © www.MannLumber.com 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.; Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 


_ 

2 |) 

*& —— 
— 


200!fs, 


e Leaks Repaired 


¢ Fully Licensed and 
Insured #100333 


¢ Thousands of References 


e Flat Roof Specialists 

¢ Metal Roof Specialists 
¢ Copper Work 
e Slate 

¢ Shingles 


e Free Estimates and 
Inspections 


¢ Historical Restoration 
¢ Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


Belchertown e Palmer ¢ 413-283-4395 ¢ 413-237-9434 
Talceld ce) ol=)arsjaeleyicjiatemerelai MOMs AY AVM ge) el-) mk-jmeleyi-j|alomerelag 





450 to seal your work. 
¢ Titebond III Ultimate Wood 
Glue is waterproof, yet it cleans 
up with water. It allows eight 
minutes of open assembly time 
and offers an application tem- 
perature as low as 47 F. 
¢ HOMERIGHT Super Finish 
Max and Finish Max Fine Finish 
HVLP Sprayers spray most solvent 
or water-based products — latex 
paint, milk paint, chalk paint, fur- 
niture paint, stains, and finishes. 
The Finish Max is ideal for small- to 
medium-sized projects, while the 
Super Finish Max is more powerful 
and covers a wider range of projects 
and thicker paints and varnishes with 
less thinning required. 
¢« HOMERIGHT Spray Shelters are 
good for furniture projects (large shelter), 
as well as smaller accessories (small 
shelter). 


Remove, Replace & Build 

Replacing windows, gutters and 
downspouts; adding molding to a door; 
building — outdoor furniture, a unique 
mailbox and stand, or flower containers; 
and adding or expanding a patio area/ 
porch require a large investment of time 
and money. Look for these products to 
help with these replacement and build- 
ing projects. 

- Lightweight and quiet, yet easily 
portable, the Rolair AB5 Air Buddy, 12 
HP Compressor is a durable companion 
for your weekend projects. 

« Use the GREX Green Buddy 
18-gauge, 2” Brad Nailer for trim and 
moldings, light wood assembly, window 
beading, scribe molding, and door and 
window casings. 

- For precision sawing, efficient 
sanding, power cutting, accurate filing, 
scraping, cleaning and polishing, and 
more, consider the Fein MultiMaster 
Start Q with a pinless Starlock mounting 
system and easy snap-in accessories. 

« Take SawStop safety, quality and 
precision directly to your project work 
area when you choose the portable Saw- 
Stop Jobsite Saw with Cart. 

To learn more about these and other 
products, stop in your local Woodcraft 
store, call (800) 535-4482 or visit www. 


woodcraft.com. 
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Maximize your basements potential 


f today's real estate market has you 

frazzled, a home renovation project 

may be just the right answer. With 
home prices on the rise, finishing a base- 
ment is the latest trend towards building 
even more equity in the home. 

A finished basement can offer a little 
extra room and give a growing family 
space to breathe, and with so many uses, 
a renovated basement may be exactly 
what your home is missing. It can provide 
additional storage, a sound-proofed me- 
dia room, craft room, guest room, or in- 
come suite. The possibilities are endless. 
Here are some tips on how to give your 
basement a 180-degree makeover: 

Waterproof it. Check the interior 
foundation and floors to make sure there 
are no existing moisture issues, water 
damage or mold problems. Address any 
primary moisture issues before finishing 
the space. Examine grading to ensure 
water runs away from your foundation. 

Soundproof it. Installing acoustic 


insulation is the perfect excuse to crank 


1 1 


> Interior 
Design 
Service 





up the subwoofer, host a get-together or 
let the kids run wild. Soundproofing is 
the ultimate solution to maximize your 
basement's peace, quiet and privacy. 
Industry experts suggest using Roxul Safe 
n Sound, which effectively absorbs sound 
and is easy to work with. 


Add or replace flooring. Installing 


SPRING SALE EVENT 


20% Off Storewide And Special Order Furniture 
April 20th Through May 11th 


122 PLEASANT STREET, SUITE 110 


EASTHAMPTON, MA 01027 
p: 413.527.5936 
WWW.KWHOME.NET 





a new floor can improve the overall 
comfort level and look of your basement. 
Vinyl, laminate, ceramic tile, and engi- 
neered hardwood are great options. Say 
no to carpet, which can harbor mold and 
allergens, particularly in the basement, 
and dont forget to lay a subfloor. 

Add color. Transform the dull and 


boring space into an inviting oasis or a 
colorful playroom with a simple coat of 
paint. If your basement has low ceilings 
or limited natural light, choose lighter, 
warmer tones to brighten the space. To 
add some drama, consider adding depth 
and visual interest to your space with a 
different colored accent wall. 

Accessorize it. Throw pillows, rugs, 
lighting, and artwork are simple addi- 
tions that can immediately enhance or 
change your basement'’s look and feel. Pot 
lights can modernize, while artwork and 
throw pillows can add a splash of color. 
Accessories are really an opportunity to 
make it your own and let your personality 
shine through. They also provide an inex- 
pensive way to keep your space looking 
fresh from year to year. 

Scott McGillivray is the award-win- 
ning TV host of the hit series Income 
Property, a full-time real estate investor, 
contractor, author and educator. Follow 


him on Twitter @smcgillivray. 


Q MORE 
COLD 


SHOWERS 








Oostewan 


Replace your oil fired or 
electric water heater with 


Propane g propane tankless. 


fh 
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ri 


www.ostermangas.com 
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A FULL SERVICE COMPANY 


Owner Residential 
Mike McKenzie 


MA. Lic. #15648A Commercial 


Fully Insured Industrial 


OSHA 10 
Certified 


Office: 413-213-0770 


Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS, SEPTIC DESIGNERS 
AND SEPTIC INSTALLERS NEEDED 


Residential Rehabilitation and Home Improvement 


Approximately 100 individual housing rehabilitation and septic projects 

that can go up to $40,000 per project will be put out to bid in the towns 

of Agawam, Brimfield, Brookfield, Chester, East Longmeadow, Hardwick, Holland, 

Huntington, Leicester, Middlefield, Northampton, Russell, Spencer, Wales, Ware, 
Warren, West Springfield and Westfield. These projects are funded through the Housing 
and Urban Development’s (HUD) Community Development Block Grant Program and 
administered by the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. The PVPC facilitates project 
identification and develops the work specifications. In most circumstances, contractors 
receive payment within 30 days of receipt of an invoice for approved work. 


For more information, or to receive an application, 
call Beth Sorrell at (413)781-6045, or bsorrell@pvpc.org. 


Interested contractors/designers/installers who meet insurance, licensing, 
and other application requirements will be added to the bidders list. 
PVPC is an Equal Opportunity Employer 


SEPTIC PUMPING 


° Pumping ~~ _~Septic Service LLC 
Installation 


e Title 9 
Inspection 


J & RCONTRACTORS 


Listen better. Plan better. Build better. 











Sustainable Designer & Builder 
Interested in green building, call Jennifer 






to see how we can help you design and build 
in a sustainable manner. Specializing in 


high efficiency construction and certification Visit our 
for residential homes. workshop event 

on May 11th at Eco 

Jennifer DeForge: 413-244-5112 Building Bargain 


Or email @: jdeforge2323@gmail.com 


License #: CS-083220 Outlet in Springfield 


Questions 


to ask before 





ome improvement proj- 
ects are as popular as 
ever. In its 2017 True Cost 
Survey, the home improvement site 
HomedAdvisor found that, between 
February 2016 and February 2017, 
homeowners spent an average of 
just over $5,000 on home projects. 
That marked a nearly $1,900 increase 
from the year prior, indicating that 
homeowners are increasingly open- 
ing their wallets to transform their 
homes. 

In addition to spending money to 
improve their homes, many home- 
owners are spending their time on 
projects as well. While DIY projects 
can provide a sense of fulfillment and 
personal attachment to one’s home, 
prospective do-it-yourselfers should 


ask themselves some questions 


embracing DIY 


i ie 


before picking up their hammers and 


getting to work. 


Do | have any physical limitations? 
No matter how much home 

improvement television shows may 
simplify projects, prospective DIYers 
should know that such undertak- 
ings are typically very difficult and 
oftentimes physically demanding. 
Homeowners with existing health 
conditions or other physical limita- 
tions may not be capable of perform- 
ing certain tasks or may need to take 
frequent breaks, which can delay 


projects. 


Do | have the time? 
Many home improvement proj- 
ects require a significant amount 


of time to complete. Homeowners 


whose time is already stretched thin 
with commitments to work and/or 
family may not be able to complete 
projects within a reasonable amount 
of time. That's fine if working on a 
part of the home that wont affect 
daily life, but can prove stressful 

or problematic if the project is in a 
room, such as a kitchen or bathroom, 
that residents of the home use each 
day. Novice DIYers should be especial- 
ly honest with themselves about the 
time they have available to work on 
the project, as such homeowners are 
bound to experience a few time-con- 


suming missteps along the way. 


Can | afford it? 

While DIY might seem more 
affordable than hiring a contractor, 
that’s not necessarily true. Novice 
DIYers may need to buy or rent tools, 
costs that can add up. Contractors 
already have the tools necessary to 
begin and complete projects, so the 
cost savings of DIY might not be as 
significant as homeowners think. 
Before going the DIY route, home- 


owners should solicit estimates from 
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contractors, comparing the estimates 
to how much a project will cost if 


homeowners do it themselves. 


Can | go it alone? 

Many home improvement proj- 
ects require more than one set of 
hands, and it’s risky and even foolish 
for first-time DIYers to assume they 
can begin a project and see it through 
to completion entirely on their own. 
Homeowners whose spouses, part- 
ners, friends, or relatives are willing 
to chip in may think that’s enough. 
However, the DIY skills of those who 
volunteer may be a mystery until the 
project begins. Novice DIYers should 
enlist the help of a friend or family 
member with home improvement 
experience. If no such person is avail- 
able, it may be wise to hire a contrac- 
tor instead. 

Home improvement projects may 
seem simple on television. But pro- 
spective do-it-yourselfers must make 
honest assessments of their skills, 
time and budgets before taking on a 


DIY project. 


SUMMER COMFORT 


©2015 Mitsubishi Electric 


SURNER HEATING CO 
60 SHUMWAY ST, 
AMHERST 
413-253-5999 


IS EASIER THAN 


YOU THINK. 


— 
= 


MITSUBISHI 
ELECTRIC 


COOLING & HEATING 


Bring cool comfort to any 
room... without wasted 
energy or noise. 


AMERICA’S #1 SELLING 
BRAND OF DUCTLESS 


mitsubishicomfort.com 





sal 


ene O01 TVEITTTTTUUET ll! Toa a y 


FS 38 
TRIMMER 


ef 
“129° af 
Ok ae 
“| couldn't be more 
happy with the 
product. It fires 
right up, runs strong 


and is effortless 
to operate.” 


MS 170 MS 250 
CHAIN SAW $4 79° CHAIN SAW $3590 re 


tO te te 1 ——s BLOWER $429 
“I'm glad | went with the 170--the “It is VERY EASY to start. And it will restart * * * * * 


price and reliability are outstanding.” easily after it has been in use for a while. “It is a great piece of equipment for 
GREAT SAW. A JOY to own and operate.” the price, plus with the STIHL name, 
— user bsk713 


— user prutsmanbros93 — user Smitty44 


it has dependability | can count on.” 
— user TL805 


Check out these reviews and others on the product pages at STIHLdealers.com. 


All prices are DSRP. Available at participating dealers while supplies last. ‘The actual listed guide bar length can vary from the effective cutting length based on which powerhead it is installed on. © 2016 STIHL 


PARK SAW SHOP 


Logging ¢ Arborist ¢ Safety * Rentals 

1292 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 

1-800-232-6231 
413-283-2939 


4 1 Selling Brand of Gasoline-Powered Handheld Outdoor Power Equipment in America 














“Number one selling brand” is based on syndicated Irwin Broh Research as well as independent consumer 
research of 2009-2015 U.S. sales and market share data for the gasoline-powered handheld outdoor power 
Yo] 0] @)pal= lal mero 1k=1e em yaexe)anle)|alc\emst-](-1sm comer) alse lani-lecm-lale mexe)anlaal=/celt-]mi-laleisyer-] 01-168 


DECKS 1 PATIOS | GARDENS § SPAS § LIGHTING 
TREES. | FLOWERS | BUSHES 1 ACCENT PLANTS 
SEASONAL DECOR 1 GRILLS | FIREPITS 
OUTDOOR SPACES | FURNITURE | HANDYMAN 
MAID SERVICES | CARPENTERS 1 INSECT CONTROL 
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Vs WALLPAPER § CROWN MOULDING 1 QUICK FIXES 

. REMODELS 1 MAKEOVERS 1 FURNITURE 
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et ELECTRICAL | PELLET STOVES 1 FIREPLACES 
REPAIRS | MAINTENANCE § CURTAINS 1 BLINDS 


WHATEVER YOUR SPECIALTY, 
YOUR AD WILL REACH ALMOST 
100,000 HOUSEHOLDS 

| - A TURLEY PUBLICATION - 
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BELCHERTOWN AUTO PARTS 


It’s time to pull out your hot rod, 
= motorcycle, lawn mower, leaf blower, 
— | <=’ | weed wacker, boat, tractor, chain saw, 
trailer and golf cart! We have oil, lubricants, 
spark plugs, car wash and wax and lots 
more to get you going this spring! 





DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE. ASK ABOUT OUR NAPA REWARDS PROGRAM. 


Belchertown Auto Parts has the auto part you need and if they don’t, they can usually get it same day or overnight. 
These folks know their stuff. Stop by Monday through Friday, 8am to 6pm or on Saturday 7:30am to 3pm. 


D.E.P. recommends 
pumping your tank 
every three years. 


215 Jabish Street 


Belchertown, MA 01007 


— + 

\ BRIAN A. WILSON, OWNER 
OFFICE: 413-323-4569 
FAX: 413-323-4564 








FOR ALL YOUR SPRING NEEDS! 


4 Award Winning Paints 
Ace Royal 
Clark & Kensington 
Valspar Optimus 
Valspar Aspire 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. 8-6 @ SAT. 8-4 ¢ SUN. 10am-4pm 


323-4521 





Five Star Gardens 


Landscaping & Design - Water Features - Garden Center 


fivestargardens.com 


Rt. 32, Palmer MA 413-283-4900 








When it can be 
smart to hire 
a painting pro 


ew things can revitalize a home 
more readily than a fresh coat 
of paint. 

Thanks in part to the affordability 
of paint and its ease of application, 
painting is something that even novice 
DIYers can typically handle. According 
to the marketing advice guru Brandon 
Gaille, it is estimated that residential 
interior paint only lasts around three 
years before it needs to be updated. 
Exterior paint can fade, chip and peel 
due to various environmental factors. 
As aresult, many homes can likely use 
a fresh coat of paint in at least one 
room. 

As DIY-friendly as painting can be, 
when attempting to paint the interior 
or exterior of their homes, home- 
owners may learn that some painting 
projects are best left to the profession- 
als. Painting requires skill, patience 
and a knowledge of how various paints 
— including finishes for particular 
applications — will hold up. Novice 
painters may do more harm than 
good by dripping paint on expensive 
carpeting or floors or fail to recognize 
the nuances that indicate a spot-on 
painting job. 

Professional painters have spent 
hours upon hours learning the ropes 
of what works — and what does not. 
Painters often understand that pains- 


taking preparatory work is crucial to 





getting pristine finished results. Walls 
and ceilings must be properly repaired 
and prepared even before a base coat 
is applied. 

Professional painters also have an 
eye for details. And because profes- 
sional painters make a business out of 
doing interior and exterior surfaces, 
they understand which techniques 
can improve efficiency. That means 
a professional job can typically be com- 
pleted much more quickly than a DIY 
project. 

Even though some people think 
they Il save money by painting their 
own homes, that’s not necessarily 
true. Professionals already have all the 
equipment necessary, unlike novices 
who may need to make repeated and 
potentially costly trips to the hardware 
store for supplies. Plus, if mistakes 
happen, DIYers have to spend addi- 
tional time and money fixing them. 

Safety can be a large motivator for 
turning painting over to a pro. Nav- 
igating exterior areas or tall interior 
ceilings can be challenging and may re- 
quire scaffolding or tall ladders DIYers 
do not have. Risk of falls or other inju- 
ries increase with lack of experience. 

Painting can give a home a facelift, 
and oftentimes it is smart to turn the 
work over to professionals to ensure 


the job is done just right. 
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The choice for 
staying put or moving on 


any home improvement television 

series showcase people deciding 

whether to improve upon their 
current homes to make them into the houses of 
their dreams or to put “for sale” signs in their 
lawns and move on to something new. 

The question of whether to move or stay put 
depends on various factors. Such factors may 
include emotional attachment to a home, the 
current economic climate and the cost of real 
estate. Current data points to a greater propen- 
sity for people to invest and improve upon their 
current properties rather than trading up for 
something new. 

According to information collected by John 
Burns Real Estate Consulting, the percentage of 
homeowners moving up to their next home is 
the lowest in 25 years. Many are opting to make 
starter homes permanent by expanding them 
and repairing homes for the long haul. 

The National Association of Realtors said 
that, between 1987 and 2008, home buyers 


stayed in their homes an average of six years 


before selling. Since 2010, however, NAR says the 
average expected length of time people will stay 
in their homes before selling is now 15 years. 

Part of what’s fueling this permanency is 
that many home buyers were able to acquire 
rock-bottom mortgage interest rates shortly 
after the 2008 recession. As a result, they're not 
inclined to walk away from those rates, even if 
doing so means getting more house. Also, a low 
inventory of available houses has stymied repeat 
buying for many people. 

Those factors and others have led many 
homeowners to invest in renovations instead. 
The experts at Bankrate say realistic budgeting 
and comparing renovation project costs against 
mortgages and interests rates can further help 
individuals decide whether to remain in their 
current homes or move out. Very often a smarter 
layout and more efficient floor plan can make 
meaningful differences in spaces. Renovations 
and redesigns can make sense and often are less 


expensive and disruptive than moving. 





Many people now opt to stay in their homes and 
improve their properties rather than move out. 


SAFELY DISPOSE OF PAINT & 
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS PRODUCTS 


RECEIVE 20% OFF WITH A COPY OF THIS AD! 


(EXPIRES 9/1/19) 
Dispose of paints, fertilizers, household cleaners, auto maintenance 
products, and other household hazardous waste at: 


NEDT tousehold Hazardous 


Products Collection Center 


190 East Main St. (Route 20) Westfield, MA 
Open: Mondays & Wednesdays — 9 AM to 4 PM 

Saturdays 9 AM to 1 PM (Except Holidays) 
866-769-1621 Or Visit Our Web Site For More Info & Pricing 


www. NEDT.org 








JOHN DEERE « Tractors & Lawn Mowers 
STIHL e Chainsaws & Weed Trimmers 
HONDA e Mowers, Generators & Snowblowers 
ARIENS e¢ Snowblowers 
SUZUKI e Motorcycles & ATVs 
HONDA & SUZUKI e Outboard Motors 


6% ae, EES 


Rt. 202, Granby, MA (413) 467-3499 
WWW.ALLPOWERSALES.COM 
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FEED YOUR LAWN... 
soma oe a 


917 HAMPDEN STREET 
HOLYOKE, MA ¢ 539-9314 
Daily 8-6, Saturday 8-5 


www.highlandbike.com 


R.A. GNATEK 
BUILDERS, INC. 


A complete feeding program that prevents crabgrass, 
controls weeds, prepares lawns for winter, adjusts soil pH, 
reduces soil compaction, and stimulates soil microbes. 


ADDITIONS ¢ WIND/DOOR REPLACEMENTS ¢ DECKS & REPAIRS 


ESTABLISHED IN 1978! 


253-0043... 


LICENSED 
gnatekbuilders@verizon.net #103211 


INSURED 


—— “Your REALTOR for Life” —— 


TOP PRODUCING AGENT 
IN OUR FIRM 2008-201 8* 


= FREE 3 Market Analysis on Your Home! 


“Spring” Into Action & 
List Your rons with Me! 


Skye 
Mountain 
Realty 


*as per 
MLS 





24 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE EXPERTISE & INTEGRITY! 


BRODEUR-CAMPBELL 


FENCE Co., INC. 


1075 Page Boulevard e Springfield, MA 01104 
(413) 783-6141 or (413) 787-2656 


www. brodeurcampbellfence.com 
DO-IT-YOURSELF CENTER or WE INSTALL 


A Fence to Fit Any need and Budget! 
_ “DON T GAMBLE — CALL BRODEUR-CAMPBELL” 


ne eee) 
g oa eses 


Vinyl Fence ¢ Wood Fence ¢ Chain Link Fence ¢« Ornamental Fence ¢ Electronic Gates 
Temporary Fence for Construction Sites ¢ Arbors ¢ Trellises 


Residential — Commercial ¢e FREE ESTIMATES! e Fully Insured 











Benefits of 
freestanding tubs 








ew home design elements pro- 
vide the instant wow factor of 
freestanding tubs. Freestand- 
ing tubs have an air of luxury that can 
help current homeowners relax, and 
impress buyers when homes go on the 
market. 

Freestanding tubs are typically 
made of cast iron or porcelain. The 
home improvement website HomeAd- 
visor notes that cast iron is durable 
and solid and retains heat well, which 
is great for those who want to spend 
more than a little time relaxing in a 
freestanding tub. However, because 
cast iron is so heavy, installing a cast 
iron tub may require structural rein- 
forcement of the flooring, which will 
add to the overall cost of the project. 

According to HomeAdvisor, the 
average cost to install a tub varies 
widely depending on the type of tub, 
the materials its made of and other 
factors, including plumbing and 
piping. For example, the cost to install 
a freestanding tub will rise consider- 
ably if new plumbing and piping are 
necessary. 

Before purchasing a freestand- 
ing tub, homeowners should seek 
estimates regarding installation, 
making sure to get them in writing. 
Contractors will determine if struc- 
tural reinforcement is necessary and 
include such costs in their estimates. 
In addition, make sure to ask con- 
tractors to investigate piping and 
plumbing so no surprises pop up after 


the tub has been purchased and work 


has begun. 

If estimates from contractors ar- 
ent budget busting, homeowners can 
consider these benefits of freestand- 
ing tubs before making their final 
decisions. 

e Cleaning: Because theyre 
detached from other bathroom fix- 
tures and not flush against the wall, 
freestanding tubs tend to be easier to 
clean than built-in bathtubs. Free- 
standing tubs are accessible from all 
sides, making it easy to reach all those 
nooks and crannies where grime can 
build up. 

e Return on investment: In its 
2018 “Cost vs. Value’ report, Remod- 
eling magazine noted that upscale 
bathroom remodels recouped 56.2 
percent of their cost at resale. That 
was a better return on investment 
than an upscale kitchen remodel (53.5 
percent) and an upscale master suite 
addition (48.3 percent). The thought 
of a sizable return on investment can 
make relaxing in a freestanding tub 
that much more enjoyable. 

e Warmth: Even freestanding tubs 
made of materials other than cast 
iron offer great heat retention. Stone 
resin bathtubs, for example, provide 
excellent insulation on cold nights. 
That's ideal for people who want to 
unwind in the tub without having 
to exit early because the water has 
become cold. 

Freestanding tubs can transform 
regular bathrooms into luxurious 


OaSses. 


Create more closet space 
without major renovations 


loset space is at a premium in 

many homes and apartments. 

Many older homes were not 
built to accommodate large wardrobes, 
while rental properties are often de- 
signed to maximize living space at the 
expense of storage. 

Closets vary depending on the size 
of the home, but many tend to bea 
minimum of 24 inches deep so they 
can store garments without the clothes 
brushing against the walls. Bedroom 
and hallway closets can be four feet in 
length or more. Walk-in closets are the 
largest options, but such spaces tend to 
only be available in modern homes or 
custom-built properties. 

It is not always practical or possible 
to undergo renovations to create more 
closet space. Apart from moving to a 
new residence, homeowners or renters 
must evaluate the space they have and 
make some more efficient choices in 


how they utilize available areas. 


HOME MAKEOVER 


Clear out clutter 
The first step to more closet space 
is to eliminate unused items. Clothing 
that no longer fits or items that can be 
stored elsewhere should be removed 
from the closet. Donate as much as pos- 
sible. Some organizations will even pick 


up donations at your convenience. 


Upgrade hangers and rods 

Replace existing hangers with 
slimmer, more uniform alternatives 
that more easily fit into your closet. In 
addition, remove empty hangers, which 
are likely just taking up space. 

Consider dual closet rods if space 
will allow them. Hang the second rod 
below an area reserved for shorter 
clothing to achieve a two-tiered design. 
Grouping short items together also can 


free up valuable floor space. 


Stack taller 
Many closets are as tall as the ceil- 


ings of the rooms where they re located. 


WOOD STOVE 
CHANGE-OUT 
GOING ON NOW! 


Through the end of July, contact 
The Fire Place for details! 


TO SET UP YOUR STOVE 
CLEANING SERVICE FOR NEXT SEASON! 


Harman Stove offers home heating products that burna 


variety of environmentally friendly fuels, while the Harman rs 
brand defines versatility, dependability and quality. HA RM ya\ \ | 


More heat, better temperature control and the strongest 
warranty in the industry are just a few exclusive features 
that keep Harman on top of the hearth industry. 


BUILT TO A STANDARD. KOT A PRICT | 


320 South Pleasant Street, Amherst, MA 
413-253-3436 
amherstfarmerssupply.com 


106 State Rd. (Rtes 5 & 10), Whately, MA 
413-397-3463 « M-F 9-5:30 +S 8-4 
thefireplacema.com 
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However, the upper area may 
go unused because if it is not 
easy to reach. Install shelving 
above the closet rod with 
small swing-out style cabinet 
doors to offer access. In such 
areas, store seasonal items 
that you wont need to reach 
for each day. Keep a step stool 
close by for easy accessibility. 
In small rooms, home- 
owners may want to find 
another way to utilize vertical 
space. A loft bed, which raises 
the bed up to a level where it 
might be on the top bunk of a 
bunk bed, will free up plenty 
of storage space beneath the 
bed. This can be turned into a floor 


closet. 


Create storage for small items 
Bookends, bins, boxes and drawers 
can be used to contain items that don't 


easily conform to closets. These may be 
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purses, scarves, ties, and more. Dont 


overlook the possibilities of hanging 
items on the wall inside the closet or on 
the back of closet doors. 

When finishing closet makeovers, 
be sure to install lighting inside the 


closet so items are more visible. 
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| oi | S Be People and pet 99 3 3¢ 99 


Pi are > om | \ ‘ Gallon RTU Waite, S . =, Gallon RTU 
d Z wt After $5.00 Mail-In Rebate = 2299 GallonRTU = . After $5.00 Mail-In Rebate 


Biante } GET Quart RTU FREE a GET Quart RTU FREE GET Quart RTU FREE 
‘Booapnaaeinence $5.99 Value $8.99 Value | $5.99 Value 


Dylox from 

VEGGIE SEED Cony: 
GRUB KILLER || packers GO). ea 

05,000 SG.ft. ..sccsccecceree e WIND SPINNERS | 


ots :----.°39% | Organic Soil Amendments 


PEAT MOSS Moo Dirt....... $3.99 Moo Plus ...... $9.99 
oy a | $5.99 Moo Doo....... $5.69 Moo Mix..... ST 1 49 


2.2 cu ft . Moo Plant .... $5.99 Moo Grow ..... $5.59 


©3.8 cu ft . eS =< = 
05.5 cu ft : PRICES GOOD THROUGH MAY 31, 2019 


































COUPON = 


GRANBY COUNTRY GRAIN : Summer Grilling 
—— 108 West State Street, Granby, MA : $44 4. 99) 


MARKING LIME 50 Ibs. ...... $5.99 1 At 3 467 3839 ' : 
x 7 i ia = -A 
Coes some | save 1 PROPANE FILL 


20 LB. exp. S/31/19 





Ton Pricing Available 








